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Minister of International Trade, Canada
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The Honourable Maninder Sidhu has served as Canada's Minister of International
Trade since 2025 and has represented the riding of Brampton East in the House of
Commons since 2019. A graduate of the University of Waterloo, Minister Sidhu began
his career as an entrepreneur, building a successful customs brokerage business. He is
also the founder of The Kindness Movement, a family charity assisting underprivileged
schoolchildren.

Prior to his current role, Minister Sidhu served four years as Parliamentary Secretary at
Global Affairs Canada, where he contributed to strengthening Canada's diplomatic
ties, advancing international trade initiatives, and supporting global development
efforts. A long-time resident of Brampton, Minister Sidhu has called the city home for
over 35 years, where he lives with his wife and children.
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Minister of Industry and Commerce, Norway
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Cecilie Myrseth is Norway's Minister of Industry and Commerce and a member of the
Labour Party. Born in Harstad, Norway, she has served as a Member of Parliament
representing Troms since 2017 and is currently on leave from the Storting while
serving in government. From October 2023 to April 2024, she was Minister of Fisheries
and Ocean Policy. Her parliamentary experience includes membership of the Standing
Committee on Business and Industry from 2017 to 2021 and service as first vice chair of
the Standing Committee on Health and Care Services from 2021 to 2023. She was also
a delegate to the United Nations General Assembly from 2018 to 2019 and previously
served as the Labour Party's spokesperson on fisheries policy. Myrseth has chaired
Troms Labour Party since 2014 and has been a member of the Labour Party central
committee since 2019. She holds a professional degree in psychology from the Univer-
sity of Tromsg.
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James Heckman
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Laureate of the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences,
Professor at the University of Chicago
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James Heckman, United States citizen, Professor at the University of Chicago and
recipient of the 2000 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences. He was awarded the Chinese
Government Friendship Award in 2019. His research focuses on economics and public
policy. Widely recognized as the founder of microeconometrics, he won the Nobel
Prize in Economic Sciences for developing methods to address the statistical problem
of sample selection bias.
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Wang Xiaoqiu
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Chairman of the Board, SAIC Motor Corporation Limited
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Wang Xiaogiu, Doctor of Engineering, Senior Engineer (professor level), has long been
responsible for management work such as automotive quality, technology, and
procurement, and has rich experience in the management of JV OEMs, suppliers and
proprietary brand OEM. Since 2006, he served, in succession, as general manager of
SAIC Motor Passenger Vehicle Branch, general manager of Shanghai Diesel Engine Co.,
Ltd., general manager of Shanghai General Motors Corporation Ltd., vice president of
SAIC Motor and general manager of Passenger Vehicle Branch and director of technical
center, President of SAIC Motor. He is currently the Chairman of the Board, SAIC Motor
Corporation Limited.
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Gan Chunhui
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President of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences,
Editor-in-Chief of Shanghai Economy
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Professor Gan Chunhui is President of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. He also
serves as Editor-in-Chief of Shanghai Economy, Vice President of the China Industrial
Economics Society, and Vice Chairman of the Shanghai Federation of Social Science
Associations.

His professional achievements have been recognized through honors such as Shang-
hai's Top Ten Young Economists and the Shuguang Scholar designation. He was also
selected for talent programs run by China s Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Educa-
tion.

His research focuses on industrial structure and industrial policy, with particular
emphasis on economic transformation and industrial upgrading.
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Professor and doctoral supervisor at the SIRPA of Fudan
University
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ShenYiis a professor and doctoral supervisor at the SIRPA of Fudan University, serving
as the director of International Research Institute of Global Cyberspace Governance
and Center for BRICS Studies, as well as serving as the executive director of Center for
National Security Studies. He is the winner of the Shanghai May Fourth Youth Medal,
the chief expert of major projects of the National Social Science Fund, a member of the
Cyber Diplomacy Expert Committee of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a standing
director of the Chinese Association of American Studies, a member of the National
School National Security Education Steering Committee and a member of the Shang-
hai School National Security Education Steering Committee. He has been engaged in
research in the fields of global cyberspace governance, Sino-US relations, and artificial
intelligence governance, and his research results have won the Shanghai Municipal
People's Government Decision-making Consultation Award, the Shanghai Philosophy
and Social Sciences Outstanding Achievement Books, Outstanding Achievement
Papers, Decision-making Consulting and Social Service Awards, etc.




Va5 PARALLEL SESSION

=I=I:
825
Peng Tao

BSEHAZRTRER /K

General Director of the Trade Remedy and Investigation
Bureau, MOFCOM
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Peng Tao holds a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish Literature, a Master of Public Administra-
tion, and a Doctor of Economic Law. From 2004 to 2021, Peng worked at the Depart-
ment of American and Oceanian Affairs of the Ministry of Commerce of China
(MOFCOM), serving successively as Deputy Division Director, Division Director and
Deputy Director-General. During this period, Peng was posted as Commercial Counsel-
or at the Chinese Embassy in Ecuador from 2011 to 2015. Peng served as Director-Gen-
eral of the Department of Foreign Affairs of the MOFCOM between 2022 and 2024, and
has held the position of Director-General of the Trade Remedy and Investigation
Bureau of the MOFCOM since 2024.
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Ayabonga Cawe
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Chief Commissioner of International Trade Administra-
tion Commission, South Africa
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Ayabonga Cawe is the Chief Commissioner of the International Trade Administration
Commission (ITAC), South Africa's trade regulator. Over the last decade, he has been
engaged in a series of landmark economic policy developments as a researcher and
advisor. He sat on the National Minimum Wage Advisory Panel appointed by then
Deputy President and Nedlac in 2016. He also sat on the VAT zero-rating review panel
tasked by the South African Minister of Finance in 2018.

Ayabonga was a member of the Presidential Economic Advisory Council, chaired by
President Cyril Ramaphosa. He also served as part-time advisor to the South African
Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition.

Heis a Sessional Lecturer in the Applied Development Economics Honours programme
at the School of Economics and Finance at Wits University and a Board Member of the
OR Tambo School of Leadership. He is the author of The Economy on Your Doorstep:
The political economy that explains why the South African economy 'misfires' and
what we can do about it.

Ayabonga holds an M. Com (Cum Laude) in Development Theory and Policy from Wits.
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President of China Chamber of Commerce for Import
and Export of Machinery and Electronic Products
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Liu Chun, President of China Chamber of Commerce for Import and Export of Machin-
ery and Electronic Products (abbreviated as CCCME). In 1992, she joined CCCME,
working at the posts of Deputy Director of the Comprehensive Business Department,
Secretary General of the Tools and Farm Implements Branch, Director of the Export
Department, Director of the Comprehensive Department, and Secretary General and
Vice President of CCCME in succession. In January 2026, she took office as President of
CCCME. She has been honored as an advanced individual for "women making
contributions" given by Ministry of Commerce and has won the honorary title of
National March 8th Red-Banner Pacesetter, which is the highest national honor
bestowed upon outstanding women.
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Member of the Board of Management of Mercedes-Benz

Group AG, CEO and Chairman of Mercedes-Benz Group
China Ltd.
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Oliver Théne, born in April 1984 in Germany, joined our company in 2007 upon having
obtained a degree in business administration. He has since then worked in various
management positions, covering finance & controlling, project management, produc-
tion planning and product strategy and business fields ranging from trucks and buses
to passenger cars. He has played key leadership roles in steering the development of
our company's flagship product and defining the product strategy for the years to
come.

In February 2025, Mr. Oliver Thone became a member of the Board of Management of
Mercedes-Benz Group AG, responsible for Greater China. As CEO and Chairman of
Mercedes-Benz Group China Ltd., he is responsible for all strategic and operating
activities of Mercedes-Benz Group AG in China.




Va5 PARALLEL SESSION

Phr e B

CHEN Yimin

AnIENEREERREAE
BRHFRSEEME. BFEEME

Vice President, General Counsel, and Chief Compliance
Officer (CCO) of Geely Holding Group
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Mr. Chen Yimin is Vice President, General Counsel, and Chief Compliance Officer (CCO)
of Geely Holding Group.He is in charge of legal affairs, compliance, and information
security. In July 2023, he was also appointed by Geely as an observer to the Board of
Aston Martin Lagonda Global Holdings plc.

Mr. Chen joined Geely Holding Group in 2015 as Senior Director of legal affairs in Geely
Holding Group.

Before joining Geely, Mr. Chen worked as a partner in a world-renowned law firm for
many years.

Mr. Chen graduated from China University of Political Science and Law and received
Master of Law degrees from Beijing University of International Business and Econom-
ics and Columbia University.
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John de Boer
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Vice President of BlackBerry, Industry Co-Chair of the

Canadian Forum for Digital Infrastructure Resilience
(CFDIR)
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Dr. John de Boer is Vice President of Government Relations at BlackBerry, where he
advises senior leadership on trade and technology policy and leads engagement with
governments and industry internationally. His work focuses on the role of trusted,
mission-critical software in enabling safe, secure and resilient systems across increas-
ingly software-defined industries, including automotive, robotics and industrial
automation, and on the broader policy environment shaping their development, from
supply-chain resilience and international trade to technology cooperation. He works
closely with QNX, whose safety-certified, mission-critical software supports systems
where safety, security and real-time performance are essential, and engages
policymakers and industry leaders on how trusted embedded software can enable
automotive innovation and industrial competitiveness.

John previously served as a Senior Policy Advisor to the United Nations on emerging
global challenges and as the Government of Canada's lead representative for
Governance on the Afghanistan Task Force. He currently serves as Industry Co-Chair of
the Canadian Forum for Digital Infrastructure Resilience (CFDIR), previously co-chaired
its Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning Working Group, and chaired the Expert
Group on Al and Big Data at the United Nations University. He is the author of three
books and dozens of articles and holds a Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo. He
completed a postdoctoral fellowship at Stanford University and has been a visiting
scholar at UC Berkeley.




