V> PARALLEL SESSION

L9531 - IR
Johanna HILL

L]
HEARR ST

Deputy Director-General, WTO
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Ms Johanna Hill began her role as Deputy Director-General in November 2023.

She is a trade expert with more than 25 years’ experience in international trade.

Previously, she held the position of Managing Partner of the San Salvador Office of CA
Trade Consulting Group, where she advised firms and small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) on issues relating to international trade and foreign direct
investment. Other roles have included Executive Director of El Salvador's Chamber of
Telecommunications and member of the Board of Directors of Banco Azul. Ms Hill has
also served as Vice Minister of Economy, where she was responsible for the conduct
and implementation of trade policy, negotiations of bilateral free trade agreements
and multilateral negotiations. Prior to her appointment as Vice Minister, she occupied
different positions within the Ministry of Economy, including Deputy Director and
Director for Trade Policy. She holds a master's degree in International Economic Policy
from the School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University, New York,
and a Bachelor's degree from Tufts University in Medford, Massachusetts.
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Director General of Department of WTO Affairs,
Ministry of Commerce of the People’ s Republic
of China
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Mr. Han Yong, now acts as Director General of Department of WTO Affairs, Ministry of
Commerce (MOFCOM) of the People’ s Republic of China. Mr. Han Yong has extensive
experience in the practice of trade and economic cooperation. He has been involved in
the legislation of China’ s foreign trade laws and regulations, negotiations on bilateral
investment treaties, the legislation and enforcement of China’s trade remedy laws,
and negotiations on WTO Doha Round, etc.. During 2016 to 2022, Mr. Han Yong acted as
Deputy Director General of Department of Outward Investment and Economic Cooper-
ation, MOFCOM, undertaking the responsibility of making policy on China’ s outward
direct investment and economic cooperation, assisting Chinese companies going out
to the global market.

Mr. Han Yong holds a Bachelor of Laws from the University of International Business
and Economics in China and a Master of Business Administration from the University of
New South Wales in Australia.
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Chairman, China Society for the WTO studies
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Ma Jianchun graduated from the Department of Economics of Jilin University.
He successively worked in the Policy Research Office, the Policy System Depart-
ment, the Development Department, the E-Commerce Department, and the
Foreign Affairs Department of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic
Cooperation, and the Ministry of Commerce, participated in the research work
of China's foreign trade system reform and China's opening-up strategy. In
1997, he studied at Georgetown University in the United States as a visiting
scholar. He served as the Economic and Commercial Counsellor of the Embassy
of the People's Republic of China in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Minister
Counsellor of the Embassy of the People's Republic of China in the Arab Repub-
lic of Egypt, and Director General of the Department of Foreign Affairs of the
Ministry of Commerce. From 2018 to 2022, he served as Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of the People's Republic of China to the Republic of
the Gambia.
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President, Professor
Shanghai University of International Business
and Economics (SUIBE)
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Wang Rongming is now the President of Shanghai University of International Business and
Economics (SUIBE). He is also a Doctor of Science, Professor and Doctoral Supervisor.
Prior to joining Shanghai University of International Business and Economics, Mr. Wang
Rongming served as Vice President of East China Normal University (ECNU) from 2014 to
2019, where he was in charge of foreign affairs and scientific research, etc. He was appoint-
ed the head of the Department of Statistics and the Dean of the School of Finance and
Statistics at ECNU from 2002 to 2014. Mr. Wang Rongming began his career as a teacher in
the Department of Mathematics at Anhui Normal University.

Mr. Wang Rongming served successively as a member of the 7th and 8th Discipline Review
Group (Statistics) of the Academic Degrees Committee of the State Council, vice chairman
of the Chinese Association for Applied Statistics, vice-chairperson of Steering Committee
for Guidance in Teaching in Higher Education Institutions (Statistics), vice chairman of
China Association of International Trade, a member of the Academic Committee of the Key
Laboratory of Ministry of Education of Peking University and East China Normal University.
He is also the chief expert of Wang Rongming's Studio, a decision-making and consulting
research base under the Shanghai Municipal People's Government. Mr. WANG Rongming
was newly appointed as a member of the Finance and Economy Committee of the 16th
Shanghai Municipal People's Congress.

Mr. Wang holds a Bachelor of Science from Anhui Normal University, Master of Science
from Beijing Normal University and Doctor of Science from East China Normal University



Va5 PARALLEL SESSION

B3R - fBAIN-&H N

Michael BLANGA-GUBBAY

HRAZBRAREFFH

Research Economist, World Trade Organization
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Michael Blanga-Gubbay is a Research Economist at the World Trade Organization
(WTO), within the Economic Research and Statistics Division. He joined the Organiza-
tion in 2023 and has since contributed to the World Trade Report (2023, 2024, 2025),
the Global Trade Outlook and Statistics, and other WTO publications and research
projects. Before joining the WTO, he was a Researcher at the University of Zurich (UZH).
He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the Université Libre de Bruxelles, a Master of
Science in Quantitative Economics from the same university, and a Bachelor, and a
Master of Science in Economics and Social Sciences from Bocconi University in Milan.
In addition to his research activities, he teaches International Trade at Sciences Po's
Paris School of International Affairs (PSIA). His research interests lie in international
trade and the political economy of trade.
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Deputy Director General of the Department of
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Mr. Yusong CHEN is currently Deputy Director General of the Department of
WTO Affairs, MOFCOM, primarily responsible for WTO reform negotiations,
trade in services negotiations, and trade policy reviews, among others.
Previously, he was Director of the Department of Treaty & Law in MOFCOM, and
the legal counsellor of the Permanent Mission of China to the WTO.

Mr. Yusong CHEN has extensive experience in the research and practice of
international trade law for more than 25 years, including dispute settlement,
trade remedies, intellectual property and trade negotiations. He had worked
on a number of WTO dispute cases on a wide range of issues. He also involved
in the drafting of the Foreign Trade Law of China and the Anti-dumping and
Countervailing Duty Regulation of China. He also participated in a number of
negotiations under UNCITRAL and UNIDROI. Mr. Yusong CHEN had participated
in the WTO rules negotiations (anti-dumping, subsidy and countervailing
duties, and fisheries subsidies) and negotiations on DSU and intellectual
property rights. He was also elected as the Chair of the WTO Safeguard Commit-
tee in 2017.

His research interests include international law, international economic law
and intellectual property law, and has authored dozens of papers in English
and Chinese. Mr. Yusong CHEN holds a Ph.D. in law and a LL.B. from the Law
School of Peking University in China and a LL.M. from the Amsterdam Law
School in the Netherlands.
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Alejandro Jara P., lawyer from the University of Chile and with postgraduate
studies at the School of Law at the University of California at Berkeley. He was
an official of the Chilean Foreign Service until 2005, holding several positions
such as Counselor in the Delegation to the GATT, Director of Bilateral and
Multilateral Economic Affairs, Senior Official of Chile to APEC, negotiator of free
trade agreements with Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, Central America, Canada,
Mexico, South Korea, Director General of International Economic Relations.
From 2000 to 2005, he served as Chile’ s Ambassador to the WTO in Geneva, and
subsequently as Deputy Director-General of the WTO from 2005 to 2013.
Between 2013 and 2016, he was Senior Counsel at King & Spalding in Geneva.
He later became a Partner at the Chilean law firm Vasquez Urra Abogados. Mr.
Jara is also a Professor at the Institute of International Studies of the Universi-
ty of Chile, at the Colegio de México, and in the Master’ s Program in Interna-
tional Law, Investment, Trade, and Arbitration jointly offered by the Universi-
ties of Chile and Heidelberg. He serves as an Arbitrator in the Multi-Party
Interim Arrangement (MPIA) among a group of WTO members. He is the found-
ing member of both the Grupo Punta del Este (PEG) and the Friends of Multilat-
eralism Group.
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Director of Al Research Institute, China Academy of
Information and Communications Technology (CAICT),

Director of general office of China-BRICS Artificial
Intelligence Development and Cooperation Center
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Mr. Kai WEI, Director of the Artificial Intelligence Research Institute at the China
Academy of Information and Communications Technology (CAICT), Senior
Engineer. Serving as the director of general office of China-BRICS Artificial
Intelligence Development and Cooperation Center. Positions held include
Secretary-General of Artificial Intelligence Standardization Technical Commit-
tee of the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, leader of the Gener-
al and Strategic Working Group of the Artificial Intelligence Industry Alliance
(Al1A), and Vice-Chair of ITU SG21 WP2. Responsibilities have included spear-
heading the completion of over 40 domestic and international standards and
participating in the research and drafting of multiple major national policy
documents.
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Bernard Hoekman is part-time Professor and Director, Global Economics at the
Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, European University Institute in
Florence, Italy. He was awarded a European Research Council Advanced Grant
in 2024 for a project studying Plurilateral Integration Agreements and Noneco-
nomic Objectives (PIANO). Prior positions include Director of the International
Trade Department and Research Manager in the Development Research Group
of the World Bank. He has been an economist in the GATT Secretariat and held
visiting positions at SciencesPo, Paris.

A graduate of the Erasmus University Rotterdam, he obtained his Ph.D. in
economics from the University of Michigan. He is a CEPR Research Fellow, a
Senior Associate of the Economic Research Forum for the Arab countries,
Turkey and Iran; and a member of the ESRC-supported UK Centre for Inclusive
Trade Policy.
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Director, Center of International Policy, Tencent
Research Institute
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Mr. Zha Xiaogang serves as Director of the Center for International Policy at
Tencent Research Institute and Director of the Center for International
Exchange at Tencent. He is responsible for research on policy matters relevant
to Tencent’ s international business operations and the company’ s foreign-re-
lated public affairs. His work focuses on the internationalization of Chinese
enterprises, the global macro business environment, and developments in
cutting-edge technology sectors. He holds a PhD in International Political
Economy from Fudan University.
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Associate Professor and Deputy Director of
Academic Office of CUPL
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Ding Ru, an associate professor at the International Law Institute of China
University of Political Science and Law and a Qian Duansheng scholar, is the
vice president of the International Economic Law Research Society of the
Beijing Law Society. She holds a Doctor of Law degree from the Georgetown
University Law School in the United States and has been a visiting scholar at
Harvard University Law School. She once served as assistant in the Secretariat
of the Appellate Body of the World Trade Organization (WTO). As the project
leader, She has undertaken key research projects commissioned by institutions
such as the Ministry of Commerce of China, the Ministry of Finance, and the
China Law Society. As a legal expert, She has provided legal support for China
in multilateral and regional economic and trade rule negotiations. She has
published numerous papers in domestic and international academic journals
such as Journal of World Trade, Journal of International Economic Law, and
Tsinghua Law Review.



