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Secretary of the CPC Committee, Renmin
University of China
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Prof. ZHANG Donggang is Secretary of the CPC Committee, Renmin University of China.
He holds a PhD in Economics. Before he took office at Renmin University of China, Prof.
ZHANG successively served as Director of the Department of Social Sciences, Director
of the Department of Moral Education, and Director of the Department of Personnel of
the Chinese Ministry of Education.

His main research areas are modern Chinese economic history, comparative studies of
Chinese and foreign economic development as well as civilization studies. He has
presided over multiple projects of the National Social Science Fund. Besides, Prof.
ZHANG has authored three academic books, co-authored over forty books, and
published more than a hundred academic articles in leading journals including Social
Sciences in China, Historical Research, People’s Daily, and Guangming Daily. His
research excellence has won him many awards, including the 4th Award for Young
Teachers in Universities and Colleges, the 8th Fok Ying-tung Education Foundation
Award for Young Teachers in Universities and Colleges, Outstanding Doctoral Disserta-
tion Award of the Baosteel Education Foundation and Top Honor of the 4th National
Book Award.
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Chief Investment Officer, RWANDA Development
Board
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Michelle Umurungi is a seasoned professional in investment and business develop-
ment, currently serving as the Chief Investment Officer at Rwanda Development Board
(RDB) since November 2024.

Previously, Michelle held the roles of Deputy Managing Director and Business Develop-
ment & Partnerships Manager at Norrsken from March 2022 to November 2024. Prior
experience includes serving as a Senior Strategy & Policy Analyst at Rwanda Finance
Ltd. and a Project Business Analyst at PACCAR.
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Former Vice Foreign Minister of the People’ s Republic

of China; Former Vice Minister of the National Radio
and Television Administration.
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Former Vice Foreign Minister of the People’ s Republic of China; Former Vice Minister of
the National Radio and Television Administration. 1993-1998 Deputy Director/Director,
Department of European-Central Asian Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
People’ s Republic of China; 1998-2001 Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the People’ s
Republic of China to the UN; 2001-2004 Counsellor/Deputy Director-General, Depart-
ment of European-Central Asian Affairs; 2004-2008 Minister Counsellor/Minister,
Chinese Embassy in Russia; 2008-2011 Deputy Director-General/Director-General,
Policy Planning Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 2011-2013 Assistant Foreign
Minister; 2013-2016 Chinese Ambassador to Kazakhstan/India; 2016-2018 Deputy
Director of the Office of the Central Commission for Foreign Affairs; 2018-2022 Vice
Foreign Minister; 2022-2023 Vice Minister of the National Radio and Television Admin-
istration.
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Professor at Columbia University, USA, and Former
Senior Advisor to the United Nations
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Jeffrey Sachs serves as the Director of the Center for Sustainable Development at
Columbia University, where he holds the rank of University Professor, the university’ s
highest academic rank. Sachs was Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia Universi-
ty from 2002 to 2016. He is President of the UN Sustainable Development Solutions
Network, Co-Chair of the Council of Engineers for the Energy Transition, academician
of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences at the Vatican, Commissioner of the UN
Broadband Commission for Development, Tan Sri Jeffrey Cheah Honorary
Distinguished Professor at Sunway University, and SDG Advocate for UN Secretary
General Anténio Guterres. From 2001-18, Sachs served as Special Advisor to UN
Secretaries-General Kofi Annan (2001-7), Ban Ki-moon (2008-16), and Antdnio Guterres
(2017-18).
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Director of UNICEF Programme Group
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George Laryea-Adjei is the Director of UNICEF Programme Group.Since joining UNICEF
in 2000, Mr. Laryea-Adjei has served in various roles at country, regional and HQ
locations, including Regional Director for South Asia, Director of Evaluation, Deputy
Director responsible for corporate strategy, Deputy Representative, and Chief of Social
Policy.

Before joining UNICEF, he served as a Senior Analyst for the Planning Commission of
Ghana, engaged in part-time university-level teaching, and worked with community
groups on integrated development. He also provided advisory and research services in
several African countries, India, and the Netherlands.

Mr. Laryea-Adjei has invested considerable effort in improving policies for children and
their implementation throughout his career. He has led the drafting of various policy
instruments in many countries and coordinated the preparation of the UNICEF
strategic plan. He is the author of two books and several articles in peer-reviewed
journals on various topics, such as inclusive education and child benefits and
COVID-19 impacts on vulnerable population groups.
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Awardee of the Nobel Prize in Economics in 2011
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Thomas J. Sargent, awardee of the Nobel Prize in Economics in 2011, is Professor of
Economics and Business at New York University, Senior Fellow of Hoover Institution at
Stanford University, Fellow of National Academy of Sciences and Fellow of American
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Professor Sargent earned his Bachelor degree from
University of Califorma at Berkeley and his Ph.D. degree from Harvard University. He
was a professor at University of Pennsylvania, University of Chicago and Stanford
University. He was President of American Economic Association and President of
Society for Economic Dynamics. Professor Sargent was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Economics in 2011 for his outstanding contributions in dynamic econometrics and
monetary policy.
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Chairman of the Hong Kong Trade Development Council
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Professor Frederick Ma Si-Hang has been Chairman of the Hong Kong Trade Develop-
ment Council since June 2025.

Professor Ma has taken up major positions of various local and overseas banks,
financial institutions and major companies. In 2002, he joined the Hong Kong SAR
Government as the Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury and assumed the
post of Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development in 2007 until July 2008.

Professor Ma also holds the positions of Chairman at FWD Group Holdings Ltd,
Independent Non-Executive Director of Bank of China (Hong Kong) Ltd, COSCO
Shipping Holdings Co, Ltd and Unicorn Il Holdings Ltd. He is also a Member of the
International Advisory Council of China Investment Corporation.

In March 2023, Professor Ma was appointed a Member of the Chief Executive’ s Council
of Advisers. He was awarded a Gold Bauhinia Star in 2009 and appointed a Justice of
the Peace in 2010.
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Former Director of Economic and Business Policy for

the Mayor of London, Winner of 2024 Chinese
Government Friendship Award
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John Ross is currently a Senior Fellow of Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at
Renmin University of China (RDCY). He previously served as Director of Economic and
Business Policy for the Mayor of London, a member of the British Parliament and
national executive member of the British Labor Party. With over 40 years of dedicated
research on the Chinese economy, he has authored more than 1,000 articles analyzing
on China’s economy and its relation to the world economy, published in English,
Chinese, Spanish, Russian and other languages. Don't Misread China's Economy and
The Great Chess Game? A New Perspective on China’ s Destiny are his representative
masterpieces. He established the “Learning from China” website, and has over 1.1
million followers on his Sina Weibo. He was awarded the 16th Special Book Award of
China in June 2023, and the Chinese Government Friendship Award in September
2024.
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Former Senior Fellow at the Department of Politics
and International Studies, Cambridge University
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Martin Jacques is the author of the global best-seller When China Rules the World: the
End of the Western World and the Birth of a New Global Order. It was first published in
2009 and has since been translated into fifteen languages and sold over 350,000
copies. Martin is a Non-resident Senior Felllow at Chongyang Institute for Financial
Studies of Renmin University of China; Visiting Professor at Tsinghua University, Fudan
University, and the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Singapore. Until recently, he
was a Senior Fellow at the Department of Politics and International Studies,
Cambridge University.

He has previously been a Visiting Professor at Renmin University, the International
Centre for Chinese Studies, Aichi University, Nagoya, and Ritsumeikan University,
Kyoto. He was a Senior Visiting Research Fellow at the Asia Research Institute, National
University of Singapore. He has also been a Senior Visiting Research Fellow at IDEAS, a
centre for diplomacy and grand strategy, and a fellow at the Asia Research Centre, both
at the London School of Economics. He has been a columnist for many newspapers,
made many television programmes and is a former deputy editor of The Independent
newspaper. He took his doctorate while at King’ s College, Cambridge.
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Renowned Chinese Scholar
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Victor GAO is Chair Professor of Soochow University; Guest Professor of Shenzhen Univer-
soty; Chairman of China Energy Security Institute; A member of the Beijing Energy Club; a
member of the International Advisory Board of the Energy Intelligence Group in London;
an advisor to Saudi Aramco; a member of the Editorial Board of the OPEC Energy Review
in Vienna, Austria; an arbitrator at the Asia-Pacific Intermational Arbitration Chamber
headquartered in Singapore; and a member of the Board of Directors of several listed
companies in Hong Kong.

Victor Gao has extensive experience in government, diplomacy, securities regulation,
legal, investment banking, PE, corporate management and media. Victor was Deng
Xiaoping’ s English interpreter in the 1980s. Victor served as the China Policy Advisor at
the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission in 1999 and 2000. Victor’s prior
investment banking experience included senior positions with Morgan Stanley (Vice
President of Morgan Stanley Asia, in the Merger, Acquisition and Restructuring Depart-
ment), CICC (General Manager of the Investment Banking Department, Head of M&A
Practice, and Head of CICC Hong Kong Investment Banking Department) and Daiwa
Securities (Co-Chairman of China, Executive Vice President and Managing Director).
Victor’s corporate management experience included senior positions with CNOOC
Limited as its Senior Vice President, General Counsel, Company Secretary, Member of the
Investment Committee, and Director of CNOOC International and with major Hong Kong
companies including PCCW and Henderson Land Group.

Over the years, Victor Gao worked on many major M&A, IPO, CB, Bond Issues and other
corporate advisory assignments with a combined value in excess of US$100 billion,
includingin TMT, oil and gas, automobile, banking, insurance, building materials, consum-
er goods, aviation, satellite communications, and new and renewable energy.

Victor holds a J.D. from Yale Law School, a M.A. in International Relations from the Political
Science Department of Yale Graduate School, an M.A. in English from Beijing University of
Foreign Studies, and a B.A. in English from Soochow University, and is a licensed
attorney-at-law in the State of New York. Since 2004, Victor has been the Chairman of the
Yale Law School Association of China.
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Director, Washington State Department of Commerce
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Commerce Director Joe Nguyén was born and raised in Seattle. His experiences as a
life-long Washington resident and second-generation Vietnamese American make him
an ardent champion for investing in Washington families and residents, expanding
economic opportunities, and taking bold steps in our fight against the climate crisis.

Gov. Bob Ferguson appointed Joe as Commerce director on Dec. 27, 2024. He took the
helm at Commerce on Jan. 15, 2025. Before that, he was a state senator from
2019-2024. In the senate, he chaired the Environment, Energy & Technology Commit-
tee and supported legislation for housing affordability, health care, public transit,
climate, and education. He is a longtime advocate for working families and community
members who are historically left out of the political process.

Joe grew up in White Center, attended high school in Burien and college at Seattle
University. He now lives in West Seattle. He’ s worked for Expedia and Microsoft, and
has volunteered with organizations for homelessness services and law enforcement
oversight.
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JIN Keyu
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Economist, Professor at Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology (HKUST)
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Keyu Jin is a global economist and the author of The New China Playbook: Beyond
Capitalism and Socialism. She served as a tenured Professor of Economics at the
London School of Economics and Political Science from 2009 to 2024. A native of
China, Jin holds a BA and PhD from Harvard University. She is currently an affiliate of
Harvard University and the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, where
she chairs the Institute for Geoeconomics.

Her latest book was named one of the Best Books of 2023 by the Financial Times and
Fortune Magazine. Jin’s research focuses on China and the global economy, the
US-China technology competition, and global macroeconomics.

She serves on the boards of Richemont Group and Jardine Matheson, is a member of
China Finance 40, and advises on the Economic Council of the State of Qatar and the
World Bank. Jin is widely regarded as a leading voice bridging the East and West, and
has been profiled in The New York Times and The New York Times Magazine. She is also
a regular contributor of opinion pieces for the Financial Times, The Wall Street
Journal, and other major publications.
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Group President of Cargill Agriculture and Trading,
APAC
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Penne Kehlis the Group President of Cargill Agriculture and Trading, APAC, an integrat-
ed network of businesses to grow, source, store, trade, process and distribute grains
and oilseeds for food, feed and fuel markets. Before being named the Group President
of Cargill Agriculture and Trading, APAC in June 2024, Penne worked as the Enterprise
Strategy Lead for Cargill Agricultural Supply Chain globally since October 2021,
outlining the business’ s path for long term success with customers and stakeholders.
Penne’s career at Cargill spans more than 30 years, with broad experience across
multiple businesses.
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Chairman of Cedrus group; Chairman, Board of
Directors
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Mr. Jarkas is an experienced investment management executive with over 26 years of
international banking experience. He is the Founder, Chairman and CEO of Cedrus
Group (“Cedrus”), a global Swiss financial group that Mr. Jarkas founded in 2001,
specializing in Investment Management and Investment Banking Services. Cedrus is
comprised of over 28 privately-held and one publicly-listed company, Phoenician
International Limited, is a specialist investment bank with a focus on the Greater China
Region and ASEAN economies. It is a publicly-listed company on the National Stock
Exchange of Australia. The group invests directly and globally in businesses and
projects by leveraging its specific expertise in life sciences, natural resources,
nanotechnology and innovative technologies.



Va5 PARALLEL SESSION

EX

WANG Wen

FEARKFERERAR K
ES GRS
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Renmin University of China (RDCY); Dean, School of
Global Leadership, Renmin University of China (SGL)
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Dr. WANG Wen is the Dean of Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at Renmin
University of China(RDCY), Dean of School of Global Leadership(SGL), Deputy Dean of
Silk Road School, Distinguished Professor, Executive Director of China-US
People-to-People Exchange Research Center at Renmin University of China. He works
as the Secretary-General of the Green Finance Committee of China Society for Finance
and Banking, Research Fellow of the Financial Research Center of the Counsellor Office
of the China’ s State Council, Council Member of Chinese People's Institute of Foreign
Affairs and Western Returned Scholars Association, Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Think
Tank: Theory & Practice, the Deputy Director of the Youth Editorial Board of Bulletin of
Chinese Academy of Sciences, and a visiting professor at more than ten renowned
universities worldwide, including Moscow State University and Lanzhou University. He
is the author of more than 40 books, including Profound Changes Unseen in Centuries,
Great Power’ s Long March Road: The views of China’ s rejuvenation and the future of
the world after hundred countries’ visit, and has published more than 1000 articles in
domestic and international academic journals.

He has received numerous honors, such as “Cultural Celebrities and ‘Four Batches’ of
Talents” in 2017, Leading Talents in Philosophy and Social Sciences in the National
"Ten-thousand Talents Program" in 2020, and the 8th China Outstanding Publications
Award in 2022. In 2016, General Secretary Xi Jinping presided over a symposium on
philosophy and social science, and Dr. Wang Wen was one of the ten scholars who
spoke.
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Host of Dialogue on China Global Television Network
(CGTN), Current Affairs Commentator
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Mr. Xu Qinduo is the host of Dialogue on China Global Television Network (CGTN),
Current Affairs Commentator, Senior Researcher at Pangoal Institution, and an
industry mentor at the School of Journalism and Communication, Renmin University
of China.

Mr. Xu graduated from China Foreign Affairs University with a major in Diplomacy and
English Language and Literature. He also studied as a visiting scholar at the University
of Melbourne, Australia. Previously, he served as the Chief Correspondent of China
Radio International (CRI) in the United States, based in Washington, D.C. for many
years. He has long been engaged in international commentary, interviews with global
political figures, and international communication, and has developed strong
expertise in international relations, diplomacy, and cross-cultural communication.

As the host of Dialogue, Xu Qinduo has conducted in-depth interviews with nearly a
hundred global leaders and prominent figures from political, business, and academic
circles, and has covered numerous major international events on the ground. He has
also been invited by the National Development and Reform Commission, China
International Communications Group, Tsinghua University, Peking University, Beijing
Foreign Investors Club (BFIC), China International Public Relations Conference, and
the embassies of the United Kingdom and Turkey in China, among others, to deliver
lectures on topics such as international affairs, China-U.S. relations, cognitive warfare,
Chinese diplomacy, and global communication.



